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Ride West to Chiang Mai!
PREPARATIONS for TTOH 2014, the 9th  
year of the tour, have started and we already 
have two sets of basic details.

Firstly, the dates: Nov 1-8, for the official 
charity ride and a further one-week extension 
ride from then on – so please mark your dia-
ries.

Secondly, the routes for these rides have 
also been marked. The official ride will start 
in Udon Thani and end in Chiang Mai as 
shown on the map on the top right. 

The extension ride will go west from Chi-
ang Mai to a number of places, such as Mae 
Hong Son, and loop back to Chiang Mai.

The ride will not start in Bangkok, but in 
Udon Thani. It should not be too inconven-
ient as there are frequent flights from Bang-
kok to Udon Thani. Flights from Europe ar-
rive in the morning, so an extra day of travel 
is not required.

The plan is for riders to be in Udon Thani 
on Friday evening, Oct 31, a day before the 
tour starts. Organisers will make some rec-
ommendations on travel in due course.

Here are the details of the first week:

Day 1: Udon Thani – Chiang Khan (100 km)
Day 2: Chiang Khan – Na Haeo (126 km)
Day 3: Na Haeo – Nakhon Thai (75 km)
Day 4: Nakhon Thai - Uttaradit (121 km)
Day 5: Uttaradit – Prae (75 km)
Day 6: Prae – Lampang (120 km)
Day 7: Lampang – Chiang Mai (110 km)
Day 8: Departure / Visit to 2011 Library

We will visit the recipients of our library 
and bicycles on Nov 7; they are likely to be 
located near Chiang Mai. We also plan to vis-
it the school, to which we previously donated 
a library and bicycles, on Nov 8. 

Challenge beckons in the 2nd week’s ex-
tension ride (Nov 9-15), which includes Thai-
land’s highest peak at 2,565 metres and the 
scenic hill-tribe area near the Thai-Myanmar 
border. Details:

Day 1: Chiang Mai – Mae Chaem (120 km)
Day 2: Mae Chaem – Mae Sariang (125 km)
Day 3: Mae Sariang – Khun Yuam (90 km)
Day 4: Khun Yuam – Mae Hong Son (65 km)
Day 5: Mae Hong Son Rest Day
Day 6: Mae Hong Son – Pai (120 km)
Day 7: Pai – Chiang Mai (120 km)
Day 8: Departure.

Week 1: From Udon Thani to Chiang Mai passing close to the Thai-Laotian border.

Week 2: Challenging ride out of Chiang Mai towards the Myanmar border and back.

New member in organising committee
ROLF van den Bosch (right) has 
kindly volunteered to be in the 2014 
committee. Welcome, and thanks, 
Rolf.  

Others in the committee are 
Hans, Stefan, Ursula, Caroline and 
Geoff. Anyone else who would like 
to help, please step forward. 

We have decided to keep the old 
e-mail account, rather than start a 
new one. So we can continue to be 
contacted at ttoh2013@gmail.com



Basic information on TTOH 2014
HOTEL ARRANGEMENTS

TTOH 2014 is not starting in Bangkok, 
but in Udon Thani, and riders are expected to 
stay the night of Oct 31 there. 

Organisers will see if any special group 
arrangements can be made so that all stay 
in the same hotel for convenience. Riders 
should assume that the night’s stay in Udon 
Thani will be included in the tour package.

REGISTRATION 
As soon as details are finalised SpiceRoads, 

which is again the agency chosen for the tour, 
will set up a website where you can register 
and pay for TTOH 2014. Options will in-
clude  renting a bicycle for the tour.

Participation will be limited to about 50 
riders. If numbers go beyond that, we’ll have 
to accommodate or choose who gets to be in 
the tour. Previous participation and an early 
indication of interest are likely to be among 
the selection criteria

For planning purposes it would be great if 
riders could let us know early if they (a) will 
participate; (b) will consider participating or 
(c) will not participate in TTOH 2014. You 
can e-mail us at ttoh2013@gmail.com 

RECIPIENTS & DONATIONS
We will again be working with World Vi-

sion Thailand to identify suitable recipients 
of our  library and bicycles. It is most likely 
that the chosen recipients will be located out-
side Chiang Mai. In due course, we will pro-
vide links to the WV site as well as TTOH’s 
own site, at which donations can be made.

PUBLICITY & CANVASSING HELP
Once plans are finalised, the organisers 

will create and distribute three documents, to 
help riders raise funds and reach out to recruit  
new riders

One document will target corporate do-
nors. The second document will be a template 
letter of appeal, which riders can customise 
send out to friends to canvass for personal 
donations. 

We will also provide a third document, a 
flyer, that aims to advertise TTOH and en-
courage new riders to join.

Meanwhile, please encourage friends and 
potential donors to like our TTOH page on 
Facebook. Apart from general updates, it will 
also be updated daily with a summary and 
photos of both the first and second weeks of 
the tour . The page can be found here: 
https://www.facebook.com/pages/
TTOH/165601860118845

CORPORATE DONORS
As previously, we will have three catego-

ries of corporate donors:
Gold – USD 1K or more in donation.
Platinum – USD 2K or more in donation.
Diamond – USD 4K or more in donation.
Each donor will have its logo on the tour 

jersey. They will be asked if they want their  
entitlement of jerseys. Efforts will also be 
made to give them good publicity.

Corporate donors are also invited to send 
representatives to ride with TTOH to see for 
themselves the value of their donations.

If you know potential corporate donors 
please let organisers know early. We will pro-
vide support in liaising with such companies. 

Early information is also useful so that we 
avoid conflict of interest among corporate do-
nors (eg 2 rival camera companies).

TTOH GUIDELINES
It is good for TTOH to have clear guide-

lines for its operations. These will give riders 
as well as donors a clear idea of what they 
are supporting, how money will be used and 
also illuminate decisions that may have to be 
made along the way. We take the opportunity 
here to describe these guidelines here. 

Supported Causes
TTOH’s aim is to support causes relat-

ed to health and education. There is also a 
strong preference to help in ways that enable 
a needy party to look after itself in the longer 
run (sustainability).

Hence, we have libraries (education to 
help recipients escape poverty in the longer 
run) and bicycles for children (enable educa-
tion). Although libraries and bicycles have 

been the main channel of help, TTOH will 
consider other sustainable projects when 
needed.

Use of Excess Funds
Organisers have decided that each year, 

should there be an excess of funds, a mini-
mum reserve of USD 10,000 shall first be 
set aside as seed money for the next year’s 
TTOH; this money could be used to make 
payments for a library that may be built. Any 
excess of the USD 10,000 can then be dis-
bursed according to the guidelines on sup-
ported causes.

Deadline for Donations
TTOH encourages early fund-raising and  

payment of money raised. However there will 
be circumstances in which funds can come 
in only late or even after the TTOH for the 
year. Late funds will be accepted gladly, but 
donors must understand that the money may 
have to be kept for use in the following year.

Minimum Donations
Previously, participants were expected to 
raise USD 200 or pay USD 50 for each of 2 
jerseys issued for the tour. The committee has 
decided to de-link the minimum sum from 
the jerseys. All riders must raise a minimum 
of USD 200 each from personal or corporate 
donations.
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